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Charter captains, changing lakes,

—

Story Summary

and the legacy of Michigan’s
charter fishing industry

Voices of Michigan Charter Fishing Captains follows the lived experiences of captains like Ed
Retherford and Denny Grinold, whose careers reflect the rise and transformation of the Great Lakes
charter fishing industry. Emerging from the salmon stocking era of the 1960s and 1970s, this story
traces how captains have continually adapted to shifting fish populations, changing food webs, and

evolving management decisions.

Grounded in oral histories and experiential knowledge, it highlights the transition from commercial
fishing traditions to a tourism-driven recreational fishery, demonstrating how individuals and
communities adjust to ecological and economic change.

(Following the fish > salmon era transformation - industry growth - ecosystem change >

adaptation & tourism economy)

Overarching Relevance to
Education Standards

This story exemplifies human adaptation to
ecological change, linking ecosystem science
with economic and social transformation.

Education Alignments - Michigan
Science (MSS) / Social Studies
(MSSS)

Elementary (Grades 3-5)

Science (MSS)

« 3-LS4-3: Construct an argument about why
organisms thrive in specific habitats (why
fish move and captains track them).

o 5-ESS3-1: Use information about how

communities rely on and protect natural
resources.

Social Studies (MSSS — history-forward)

+ Grade 3 - History (Michigan): Understand how
people’s work shapes communities over time.

o Grade 3 - Geography G5: How people adapt to
and depend on their environment.

Story linkage: The charter captain story shows how
people adapt to changing fish populations, while
the broader fishery story provides examples of how
shifting ecosystems shape community livelihoods.

Middle School (Grades 6-8)

Science (MSS)

o MS-LS2-4: Ecosystem changes affect populations
(collapse of alewife, decline of Chinook, shifting
species).

o MS-ESS3-3: Design monitoring/minimization
approaches (captains using knowledge, data, and
adaptation strategies).
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EDUCATION ALIGNMENTS: Charter Fishing Industry

Social Studies (MSSS — history-forward)

o Grade 8 - USHG Era 8 (Post-WWII):
Growth of recreation and tourism economies
in modern America.

o P3/P4: Evaluate competing perspectives and
propose responses (industry vs. resource
sustainability).

Story linkage: The charter captain story
connects ecological change (alewife collapse,
shifting species) to economic transitions,
while broader fishery history explains how
management decisions and salmon stocking
reshaped the industry.

High School (Grades 9-12)

Science (MSS)

o HS-LS2-7: Evaluate and refine solutions for

balancing fishing pressure and ecosystem
health.

o HS-ESS3-4: Evaluate technological and
management tools (stocking decisions,
monitoring systems).

Social Studies (MSSS — history-forward)

o HS USHG (Modern Era): Economic
restructuring and environmental policy in the
late 20th century.

« HS Civics P3/P4: Develop evidence-based
policy arguments (allocation, sustainability,
industry voice in decision-making).

Story linkage: The charter captain story
provides lived, experiential insight into
adaptation and stakeholder perspectives,
while wider fishery narratives highlight policy,
economic restructuring, and collaboration
among managers and industry.

Anchor Facts / Story Linkages

o The charter industry emerged directly
from mid-20th century fishery collapse, as
commercial fishing families adapted to new
economic realities.

Pacific salmon stocking (coho 1966, Chinook
1967) created a thriving recreational fishery,
shifting emphasis from extraction to tourism
and experience-based economies.

Captains like Ed Retherford (Lake Huron) and
Denny Grinold (Lake Michigan) demonstrate
long-term adaptation to changing fish
populations, food webs, and management
decisions.

The collapse of alewife populations in the early
2000s and resulting Chinook salmon decline
forced captains to diversify and target multi-
species fisheries.

o The charter industry now includes 600+
licensed captains and generates $20-25 million
annually, reinforcing its importance to coastal
communities.

Ongoing collaboration with Michigan Sea
Grant, DNR, and GLFC highlights the role
of captains as stakeholders in science and
management decision-making.

greatlakesfisheriestrail.org



http://greatlakesfisheriestrail.org

